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1 MR. STURTZ: Maui Tomorrow. 

2 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Okay. Thank you. 

3 MR. STURTZ: Thank you. 

4 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Jason Groode. Followed by Sally Raisbeck. 

5 MR. GROODE: Good evening. I'm Jason Groode. I'm a 

6 resident of Kihei and have been living here for 

7 about 23 years. 

8 And I don't want to be redundant in bringing 

9 the same points over and over again. I would just 

10 like to make a point that I believe that the future 

11 owners of these residences that are going to be 

12 constructed I do not believe will be Maui residents. 

13 I believe they'll be people from the mainland, 

14 wealthy people from the mainland that this will be 

15 either their second residence or something like 

16 that. And I wonder, is it worth taking the risk of 

17 affecting the quality of life of so many people that 

18 live here on Maui to honor their ownership in a 

19 residence like this? I don't believe that these 

20 things equate. 

21 As was said, that if we make a mistake with 

22 the water table, that's irreversible. It will 

23 affect the quality of life of everybody forever. 

24 Thank you. 

25 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you, Jason. 
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1 Sally Raisbeck followed by Maile Lu'uwai. 

2 MS. RAISBECK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you all 
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for being here. 

The Board of Water Supply and the Director 

always make the point that development is controlled 

by the Council and the Board of Water Supply only --

job is only to provide water where the Council has 

said they want development to happen. So you should 

not regard them as necessarily -- I don't know quite 

how to say this, but you're the ones who have to 

decide and you also have to make the decision about 

whether the water is adequate by informing 

yourselves in the face of a certain lack of 

information. 

And one of the pieces of information you 

should have is a list of all projects -- similar to 

the list the Planning Commission prepared of 

developments in South Kihei where most of us were 

sort of surprised to find out how many developments 

had been approved but not yet built. Well, the 

Board of Water -- the Water Department, every time 

one of those projects asked for approval, it makes 

an estimate according to certain standards of how 

much water that project will take. They should 

have, but to my knowledge do not have a database 
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list of every project that has been approved but not 

yet built and what water is needed by that project. 

I -- at one time I asked the responsible 

person and I said, surely you have a list of all the 

projects that are corning up that need water and how 

much water they take? And, well, I haven't got 

around to it yet. Well, so I think you should 

insist on that list before you make any decision on 

this development because it is my opinion that the 

water is definitely critical in the lao Aquifer. 

And in -- It's not just the lao Aquifer. As 

the man from the geological survey said, these are 

the not the independent -- completely independent 

areas that they sort of treat them as. That's 

false. And the lao Aquifer is intimately connected 

with the North Waihee Aquifer. And they managed to 

reduce the draw on lao partly by overpumping the 

northern part of North Waihee Aquifer, which is --

they have only developed part of that so far. They 

were pumping that at 5 million gallons a day or over 

5, and John Mink had to -- the hydrogeologist wrote 

them a rather angry letter saying that he had been 

misquoted that the part of the aquifer that is now 

developed had a sustainable yield of 4 million 

gallons a day. 
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1 Well, they were reducing the draw on the lao 

2 by overpumping that part. And as for being 

3 imminently able to get 4 million gallons a day from 

4 the north part of that aquifer, that remains to be 

5 seen. At one time, as we all know, they thought 

6 they had 40 million gallons a day from lao. So they 

7 may not have the water they're counting on in the 

8 north part of the North Waihee Aquifer. So water is 

9 critical. They do not give you information in a 

10 usable form and you should have that information to 

11 know what is already been promised before you make 

12 promises to this project. 

13 Thank you. 

14 (Applause.) 

15 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you, Sally. 
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Maile Lu'uwai. Followed by Kelly King. 

MS. LU'UWAI: Aloha. My name is Maile Lu'uwai. I'm 

speaking in behalf of myself. 

I am not against development, but I am here 

with some serious concerns regarding the proposed 

application before you. I came here a couple of 

weeks ago and I talked about how the runoff from the 

Makena Resort development has gone into the ocean. 

Dugal Milne reinforced that. The reefs are dead. 

There's silt and dirt in the water. And nothing has 
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been done by the Makena Resort Corporation to 

address those issues. And we have been dealing with 

that for years. Makena Resort Corporation has 

promised my father several times that they would 

address this issue, and they have not. 

The next big rain we're going to be -- we're 

going to see silt and dirt come back and cover what 

is already dying in Makena Bay. So that is one of 

the primary issues that I would like for this 

Council to address. And like Dugal Milne said, 

prior to approving any zoning application for the 

Makena Resort Corporation is to address that 

significant environmental concern for us in Makena. 

Another issue that Dugal brought up and I 

want to reinforce is the fact that never say never. 

There's been developers that have made promises to 

communities -- And I know the Makena Resort 

Corporation has been a good neighbor to my family, 

but you can never say never. You can never say we 

will not sell. So one of the most important issues 

I would like to see addressed is some type of 

covenant that runs with the land that Makena Resort 

Corporation is asking for you to rezone so if they 

do sell that land, there is a covenant that runs 

with it to ensure that the promises that they are 
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making today is guaranteed to us, these promises we 

hear today will be guaranteed to us as community so 

we don't see another developer come in and increase 

the project fourfold. 

A couple of months ago I was listening to 

National Public Radio in the morning and I heard 

I was shocked -- that the Hawaii -- the Seibu 

Corporation was going to sell the Hawaii Prince 

Resort and the Maui Prince Resort. I called my dad. 

I said, I heard National Public Radio, it was on the 

radio, they are going to be selling the Makena 

Prince Resort. 

My father said, well it must have been some 

type of mistake. I said, I heard it on National 

Public Radio. I don't know if it was a mistake. 

But never say never. So please have some type of 

covenants that run with this developer's property 

because I want to make sure that if it is sold for 

some reason, that we are protected as a community 

and these promises -- you know, as Hawaiians we have 

had a lot of promises that have been broken and that 

continue to be broken. And I don't want to see this 

happen to us in our community. We have been in 

Makena for over 120 years and there's not many 

families that can say that in Makena. 
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1 Thank you very much. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Question. 

3 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Go ahead, Wayne. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Maile, you heard that despite of 

5 what Seibu wants, they already have 150 acres that 

6 they can now develop. Now, the concern that Dugal 

7 raised was the fact of excuse me, Mr. Chairman 

8 Honoiki Street. Where is that area that he 

9 described that got diverted and where is that water 

10 running into right now? 

11 MS. LU'UWAI: If look at -- if you're sitting in a boat in 

12 the middle of Makena Bay, it come -- it's right down 

13 the middle. And there's a road coming down there. 

14 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Okay. 

15 MS. LU'UWAI: And that's where the last two big runoffs --
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that's where we had significant flooding. I mean, 

it was like a river of mud coming down that area. 

And I think the engineers -- you know, sometimes 

when you're overeducated, you don't -- you don't 

make common sense choices. And if you talk to my 

Uncle Eddie, he'll tell you all you have to do is 

look where the stream ran, but they diverted it away 

from its natural flow. So that that's where the --

with the last two big rains, where it's coming 

they diverted from the natural stream flow. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. And as a young girl being 

2 raised and brought up in that area, too, when you 

3 think about your early childhood, were there ever 

4 waters coming in that area? 

5 MS. LU'UWAI: Yeah, but it wasn't coming down like a river 

6 in torrents and it wasn't bringing down tons of mud, 

7 including chemicals and trees. It wasn't coming 

8 down like a river. And it ran into a portion of 

9 like Dugal said, the natural runoff went into a 

10 portion of the ocean where there's circulation. So 

11 it went when it did run off, it was circulated 

12 back out. You know how nature takes care of itself. 

13 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: And we know that the south shore 

14 is not like the north shore where water flushes in 

15 and out of bays, so tell me about the degradation of 

16 the reef area since Dugal mentioned it and now 

17 you're mentioning it. How bad is it? 

18 MS. LU'UWAI: Well, you know, I'm not an expert on reefs, 
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but, you know, I have a lot of common sense. The 

reefs are dying. And I have talked to -- in fact, 

I'm going to be getting film footage from some -- a 

diver who has film footage from 20 years ago, 10 

years ago, and today. And we're going to be doing 

the comparisons regarding -- regarding that footage. 

But I go -- you know, I swim there every 
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1 Sunday. And you look at the reefs, they're dying. 

2 My husband dives for Tako there. There's not as 

3 much fish. My father can tell you or my Uncle Eddie 

4 is going to be testifying, he's No. 40, he -- The 

5 fish used to be abundant in that bay. They used to 

6 thrive. When you dived off the rocks into the 

7 water, I mean, they were it was abundant. You 

8 don't see very many fish anymore. And if you do go 

9 under the water, you'll see the silt covering the 

10 reef areas. And it -- and even if they do do 

11 mitigation efforts now, it's going to take a long 

12 time for that area to heal. But they really -- this 

13 really needs to be addressed. And we -- my father 

14 has asked and it hasn't happened, so maybe you guys 

15 need to ask for those mitigation efforts before the 

16 winter and the rains come. 

17 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Thank you. 

18 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

19 MS. LU'UWAI: Thank you. 

20 (Applause.) 

21 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you, Maile. 

22 Kelly King. I don't see her. She's opposed 

23 for lack of infrastructure. 

24 Jonathan Starr followed by Jeff Marsh. 

25 MR. STARR: Aloha, Council members and friends. Thank you 
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for corning here tonight. I am Jonathan Starr. I 

was a resident of Kihei-Wailea, but I moved to 

Wailuku because I couldn't handle the traffic. I 

didn't know when I would be getting places. So I'm 

a Wailuku resident. I'm speaking on behalf of 

myself, and I would like to talk about some of the 

water issues that have been much discussed tonight. 

I was actually starting to prepare a report 

for you and I discussed that with a few members and 

I was doing that as Water Board member. I was asked 

by the Chair not to do that, by Chair Rice, and I --

out of respect for him, I agreed. But what he 

suggested was that perhaps the Committee might make 

a formal request of the Water Board that we prepare 

an actual study, put it on our agenda, of what water 

resources are available. And so I leave that for 

you. 

But I would like to put out a few comments on 

some of the things that have been discussed at Water 

Board meetings and some of the things that were 

discussed tonight. A number of items that were 

mentioned by the presentation by the Water 

Department gave you some of the facts, but they 

didn't give you all of the facts. And I do want to 

mention a number of those things. One is that when 
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it comes to the Waihee Aquifer, there is a 

theoretical S million gallons of sustainable yield, 

although that's never been tested. The part of the 

aquifer that's been developed is the southern part 

of the aquifer, which as was mentioned recent 

before by Sally Raisbeck was thought capable of 

developing 4 million gallons a day. 

The northern part has not had any test wells 

done and the Board has not put up any funds to start 

to develop it. The -- Moving the water from the 

northern part of that will be a huge project of 

pipeline and infrastructure, and it's not a simple 

thing as coming soon as it was shown on the chart. 

The southern portion with the 4 million 

gallon sustainable yield, the last few months it's 

been -- we've been pumping it at over 5 million 

gallons, about 5.5 million gallons, so we've been 

pumping it well over the sustainable yield. 

Now, we were also presented with numbers 

before that showed sustainable yield numbers. And 

I'm sure you are all aware that we're limited to SO 

percent of the sustainable yield. We cannot pump 

100 percent by the Water Code and the Water 

Commission. We're limited to SO percent. So you 

have to multiply those numbers by .S. And so you'll 
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1 find that what's really seems to be happening is 

2 we're pumping every bit of water we can right now. 

3 We have been pumping the lao Aquifer for the last 

4 four or five months at well over 18 million gallons, 

5 which is over 80 percent. And we have been pumping 

6 the southern portion of Waihee at over 5 million 

7 gallons, which is well over a million gallons over 

8 the sustainable yield, where we should be in the 80 

9 percent region of that. So we're pumping a lot of 

10 water. 

11 There was discussion at the last Water Board 

12 meeting and a committee was assigned the task of 

13 looking at what will happen when we run out of water 

14 in Central and to create a rule. And you will see 

15 this rule come before you in the next several months 

16 of how we will deal with creating a moratorium on 

17 issuance of water meters in Central and South Maui 

18 if we get to that point where we have nothing left 

19 to give. And we're also studying at what point 

20 we're at. 

21 So there's a lot of question marks. And I 

22 for one would like to have the Council involved in 

23 helping us --

24 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Okay, John. It's been three minutes. 

25 MR. STARR: Yeah. I'll finish up in less than a minute. 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



105 

1 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Okay. 

2 MR. STARR: help us answer these question marks. 

3 This is a map, though, of the aquifers of 

4 Maui. And as Mr. Tribble from USGS alluded to 

5 earlier, there's no real geological line between 

6 them. They are interconnected. And we do know how 

7 much water is being pumped out of lao. We don't 

8 know how much is being pumped out of the Central 

9 Maui area. It's my belief that we're pumping maybe 

10 50 million gallons a day more out of Central Maui 

11 than is being recharged there, but there is no 

12 measurement of the pumping. Even the Commission on 

13 Water Resource Management does not have numbers. 

14 And I have been calling for several years for 

15 a real head and shoulders water model, a computer 

16 model for Maui, and I ask that you help support that 

17 where we can actually see how much water is being 

18 pumped throughout the whole of Central Maui and also 

19 look at that with our resources. 

20 Thank you very much. 

21 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you, Jonathan. 

22 (Applause.) 

23 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Questions for Jonathan? 

24 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Question. 

25 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Okay. Wayne. 
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1 MR. STARR: Yes, sir. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Jonathan, why has not the Water 

3 Board or have you asked the Water Department to give 

4 you an idea of how much water is being asked for by 

5 the current permits that they have given to 

6 residences that are on line, whether it be in 

7 Kahului, Wailuku or Central Maui? 

8 MR. STARR: I have asked that question a number of times 

9 and I have not been able to get an answer as far as 

10 what commitments have been made as far as, you know, 

11 projects that are in the books. I have also asked 

12 Planning Department whether there's a way that kind 

13 of we can work together so that we have some 

14 knowledge. But the members of the Water Board do 

15 not have any idea how much water has been committed 

16 on projects that have been approved and how much 

17 water is -- we're expected to deliver in each year 

18 in the next several years. We just don't have any 

19 numbers on that. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Well, the reason why I ask is 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

judging from the development that has occurred, and 

we know where all the water is coming from, which is 

lao Aquifer, it seems to me that just as we heard 

earlier, Mr. Williamson filing a complaint with the 

State Water Resources, why would we even want the 
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1 State to come down on us because we're going beyond 

2 the sustainable yield? 

3 MR. STARR: Well, I --

4 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Why -- You people want that to 

5 occur? 

6 MR. STARR: I can't imagine any more water coming out of 

7 lao. In fact, I have been -- I have been asking 
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that even the monthly pumpage be kept below 80 

percent of the -- below 90 percent of the 

sustainable yield. Right now our monthly pumpage 

for the last five or six months has been above --

has been above that. 

But there was a report issued by USGS that 

called the question of whether lao Aquifer 

sustainable yield might be too high. And I for one 

feel that indicators are pointing that way because 

we did reduce our pumping from 20 to around the 18 

million gallon. We're slightly below that if you 

look at the 12-month moving average. And so it --

at the 18 million gallon level, the salinity levels 

have been rising. The height of the fresh water 

lens, the transition zone, has -- you know, has been 

moving. 

So it's not an equilibrium and either one of 

two things is happening. Either we're overpumping 
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1 lao Aquifer -- And if that's the case, eventually it 

2 will catch up and we'll have to reduce the pumpage. 

3 And if we have to reduce it and we have already 

4 given out water meters for it, we'll have to ask 

5 everyone to cut back. Or the other possibility, and 

6 one that I really would like us to look into, is 

7 that water from lao is being sucked out from lao 

8 into the central valley of Maui. And there are 

9 hundreds of wells throughout the central valley for 

10 the parks, for the golf courses, for the power 

11 plants, for many, many different kinds of uses, 

12 extending all the way up as far as Wailea and 

13 Makena. And those are all having an effect on the 

14 lao Aquifer. Even -- And there's no one, no one 

15 with a record of the pumpage from areas outside of 

16 lao Aquifer. The State Commission, who was supposed 

17 to, does not have this data. 

18 COUNCILMEMBER NlSHIKI: Thank you. 

19 CHAIR ARAKAWA: We have another question. Dain. 

20 COUNClLMEMBER KANE: And, Jon, thanks for bringing that up 

21 
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because I think that was where I was going with the 

gentleman from the USGS. We have all these private 

water pumpers which are impacting the aquifer. So 

maybe the question is that the sustainable yield of 

the aquifer could, in fact, be 20 million or 25 
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million, but we don't have the records to show all 

the private pumpers who are impacting that aquifer 

and all we have is what the County is looking at is 

the 20 million dollars -- excuse me, again I said 

that -- 20 million gallon threshold. 

And you stated that -- Well, I think the 

gentleman from USGS said it, that there is a record, 

but that it's only being actually filed or there's 

permits being requested from somebody somewhere to 

allow these folks to do this. Can you assist this 

body in trying to figure out how we're going to get 

that information for us to make these decisions? 

MR. STARR: I would love to. I have gone over to Honolulu 

myself and visited the Commission on Water Resource 

Management, and it seems that the data they get is 

sporadic. They don't -- they only get some pumping 

data. They know -- they have a They know what 

wells were drilled because when you drilled a well, 

you get a well permit and that goes way back. But 

there's no real record of pumpage. 

And I am not talking about wells inside of 

the lao Aquifer. I'm talking about wells outside of 

lao Aquifer, but lao Aquifer is delineated by a line 

on a map. It's a political boundary. And I wish 

there was a way to get it. I know on Molokai, you 
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1 know, that's one of the benefits of designation, 

2 if -- you know, if all of Maui, say, were 

3 designated, because where that occurred on Molokai, 

4 every single well that's pumped, there's a monthly 

5 report sent to the State for all of the water pumped 

6 and also the salinity of that water. We don't have 

7 that. And I wish there was a way short of 

8 designation to be able to get that so we would have 

9 some idea. 

10 And I do believe lao Aquifer is like a 

11 Ferrari that's operating like a VW with one cylinder 

12 missing. And I think that the sustainable yield of 

13 lao should be much, much higher, but that it's 

14 being -- the water is being sucked away for all the 

15 uses in the central valley, which is a very dry 

16 area, if you look at the you know, the 

17 sustainable yield map. 

18 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: For the benefit of this body, I 

19 guess, I'm trying to find out -- Instead of telling 

20 you, Jon, I'll meet you later and maybe we can try 

21 and work out how we can go get this information. 

22 You said that there's some record of these wells 

23 existing? 

24 MR. STARR: Yes. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Can we at least get that information 
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1 or is that information already somewhere Does the 

2 Board of Water Supply here at the County of Maui 

3 have that? 

4 MR. STARR: I believe they have a copy. It's it's on a 

5 computer database. I have actually got it on my own 

6 computer as of a month or so ago, you know. And 

7 that's the existing wells existing wells. The 

8 problem is there's no way of knowing whether they 

9 have been pumped for the last 80 years or not. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Is that information that you're using 

11 to justify your statement that you said there 

12 there's 100 or so wells that are in existence that 

13 have no record of us knowing what they're pumping? 

14 MR. STARR: Yes. 

15 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: That's where you're -- that's how you 

16 arrived at that? 

17 MR. STARR: Yeah. 

18 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Hang on. Thank you, Jon. And one 

19 more question. 

20 MR. STARR: Okay. 

21 VICE-CHAIR KAWANO: Jon, thank you for sharing the -- what 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you shared with us, but being a Water Board member, 

why didn't you share that with the Council? I mean, 

you're sharing it with us now, but why not earlier? 

And as far as Mr. Kane asking you about the 
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1 hundred wells that they have that you guys don't 

2 have any record, I believe every time anyone have to 

3 dig a well, they have to get a permission from the 

4 State. And I believe the State is monitoring that 

5 because I know on the island of Molokai -- and, of 

6 course, we're under the State, but maybe that's 

7 where the County need to be as far as that goes. 

8 Because what I am hearing from you as a Board member 

9 and sitting on the Water Board, I'm surprised to 

10 hear what I'm hearing tonight. 

11 MR. STARR: Well, Water Board is not in the business of 
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monitoring waters that don't affect our municipal 

system. We are more like a water utility. And as 

far as what people do outside of lao Aquifer, we 

don't really have a charter to look into that. And 

it's actually something I have had some discussions 

with some State people about, is it would be better 

if there were some County entity that had an 

authority to look at how much water is being pumped 

and what the resources are, but there isn't any. 

The only entity that has that jurisdiction is the 

State Water Commission, and they only have it after 

an area has been designated. And, you know, 

designation is not all good. You know, there's 

difficulties that go with it. 
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1 So I don't really know what the answer is, 

2 but I would like to explore that. Because, as you 

3 say, on Molokai they have that information of how 

4 every well is being pumped. We do not have that on 

5 Maui. We have no idea if a well is being pumped or 

6 if it's being pumped 5 million gallons or 10 million 

7 gallons or whatever. 

8 VICE-CHAIR KAWANO: Thank you, Jon. 

9 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Jon, I have a question for you. 

10 MR. STARR: Yes. 

11 CHAIR ARAKAWA: So basically all these other wells you're 

12 talking about would include like the HC&S wells? 

13 MR. STARR: Yeah. 

14 CHAIR ARAKAWA: The Maui Pine well, a lot of those that 

15 are taking out water, Maui Electric wells? 

16 MR. STARR: Right. 

17 CHAIR ARAKAWA: And you're estimating those are in the 

18 millions of gallons a day? 

19 MR. STARR: Yeah. Certainly well over 100 million gallons 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

a day in an area that has a recharge of about 30 

million gallons. There's some more recharge from 

water that comes in from East Maui in terms of the 

sugar cane irrigation, but it seems to me that 

it's -- a lot more is being drawn out than is going 

in. 
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1 Now, the County, incidentally, was cited by 

2 the Water Commission just last month for not 

3 providing any data as far as wells for Keopuolani 

4 because I know someone had gone down and requested 

5 that data, but there's -- the State has received 

6 almost no data on pumpage. 

7 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Okay. Thank you very much. 

8 MR. STARR: Thank you. 

9 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Jeff Marsh. Followed by Debra Greene. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. MARSH: Aloha. My name is Jeff Marsh. I live in 

Kihei. And I want to thank the Council for bringing 

the Council meeting to Kihei this evening so I have 

the opportunity to share my views. 

I am against a zoning change and I am against 

it because of something that happened to me about 

two and a half years ago. And namely that was I was 

watching the County Council talk about water issues. 

And at the time there was a mention of the current 

volume being somewhere around 19.2 million gallons a 

day and the -- there was a concern about the eye of 

brackish water rising then, and I became alarmed. 

thought, my gosh, this might be a time where there 

will be a ceasing or a cessation in permitting 

issues. And to sit here this evening and find out 

that the volume is up at 22 million has caused me 
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1 even more concern. And to change an existing zoning 

2 to promote a resort and to promote additional 

3 development seems contrary to what I observed as 

4 being a real concern two and a half years ago. 

5 When I was looking through the Maui Weekly a 

6 few -- a few days back I noticed Jonathan Starr was 

7 mentioned in here. And he talked about how the 

8 priorities for water use were delineated as being 

9 primarily first with Hawaiian Homelands, secondary 

10 with agricultural lands, third with existing 

11 communities, fourth with new housing, and lastly 

12 with resorts. And it seems as though that's been 

13 inverted. I don't hear about new Hawaiian Homeland 

14 development, but I do hear about new housing 

15 communities and I do see the impact that the resort 

16 and continuing developments have upon the community 

17 here on Kihei on a day-to-day basis. 

18 So, again, I really would like you to think 

19 and consider before accepting the zoning change. 

20 Thank you for your time. 

21 (Applause.) 

22 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you, Jim. Debra Greene followed by 

23 Ed Chang. 

24 MS. GREENE: Hello. Thank you for being here tonight and 

25 staying maybe past your bedtime. I know it's past 
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1 mine. 

2 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Name. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MS. GREENE: My name is Debra Greene. I live in Kihei and 

I teach at Maui Community College. And my students 

are in support of me being here tonight to voice my 

concerns about the proposed rezoning and 

development. 

And I am not against change because -- or 

growth for that matter. I am very fond of saying 

grow or die. I tell my students that all the time, 

grow or die. But I believe it's a fact of life. We 

either grow or we die. It's just a question of 

about how we're going to grow. And I guess I'm in 

favor of wise growth. I'm in favor of conscious 

growth. I'm in favor of loving growth. And I am in 

favor of balanced growth. And it's not how I see 

what's being proposed. It doesn't -- it doesn't fit 

those criteria. 

So sometimes my students come to me with a 

problem or a concern and they say, what should I do? 

What should I do? And oftentimes I'll say, you 

know, if the answer isn't completely clear to you, 

just wait, because in waiting, the answer always 

comes. And I don't see any harm in waiting with 

this particular proposal. Because the answer does 
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1 come if we wait. The clarity comes. 

2 And I really appreciate your being here 

3 tonight to hear all of us express our voices and our 

4 views on this very important issue. And I guess I 

5 also ask that you -- each of you take the time to 

6 listen to that voice within you, because I know that 

7 inside you there is a voice and it is a very wise 

8 voice and that you do know the answer. 

9 Thank you. 

10 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you, Debra. Ed Chang followed by 

11 Laurie Chang. 

12 MR. CHANG: Aloha, Council members. My name is Ed Chang. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I'm a resident of Makena. I'm also a board member 

of Makena Community Association. I'm here to speak 

on my behalf. 

I am here to speak in favor of LU-37 for the 

following reasons: If you look at Makena, what it 

is today, it's because of certain key developers 

that came here. The roads we have now, water we use 

in Makena and the Kihei area came from developers 

such as Seibu or Makena Resort. They have mentioned 

many times in the past few meetings that they're 

willing to pay their fair share. 

And I believe the exercise you're looking at 

is not an approval of the project, because that's 
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just a step for rezoning. It's approval so they 

could -- to get all their property that they think 

they want rezoned into certain criteria zoned in 

that manner. At a later point you can still make 

certain requests either now or later. The other is 

they're using some property as golf courses now that 

they probably won't change and they should be 

changed. 

You know, I have known certain members of 

Makena Resort. I think they're quality people. 

They've been there for some 28 years now. And their 

project as you see it today reflects good quality. 

And I think they're a good neighbor. If you look at 

their development at Makena, they have not developed 

anything along the beach. They have provided public 

facilities. I think they have three bathrooms, some 

eighty-some parking lots, and some of that has been 

turned over to the County. 

And I might I might say, it looked better 

when they managed it. It does not look very good 

right now. 

As you look further into the development, 

they don't propose any further development along the 

beach because there's nothing left for them to 

develop along the beach. They have erased all that 
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1 stuff. So the stuff you're looking at now has 

2 nothing to do with beach front property. It has all 

3 to do with property mauka side of Makena Road and 

4 mostly mauka side of Makena Alanui. As you know, 

5 those two roads run parallel about where -- where 

6 Makena Resort is. 

7 And I -- I think perhaps we're missing one 

8 point and that is the projects that they're looking 

9 for is not going to happen right away. It's going 

10 to happen over a period of time. They have already 

11 been there for 28 years and they have funded quite a 

12 few good projects along with good beach access and 

13 parking lots. And for that reason, I support their 

14 project. 

15 Thank you. 

16 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Questions? 

17 (Applause.) 

18 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Laurie Chang. And we're getting to that 

witching hour, folks. It's about a quarter of 11:00 

now and the lights are going to go out right around 

11:00 so we're going to need a little bit of time to 

clean up. So you'll be our last testifier tonight 

and then we're going to recess to tomorrow at 6 

o'clock. 
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1 MS. CHANG: Well, thank you. My name is Laurie Chang. My 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
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14 
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husband just preceded you. But I'm a resident of 

Makena and, you know, I have been listening and 

listening. 

And, first of all, I want to thank Mr. Kane. 

That was good. We're here to help. We shouldn't be 

here to downgrade anybody. And I think it was well 

said. Thank you. 

But, anyway, you know, what's left here are 

very young people, and that's my concern. Makena 

Surf has been -- Makena Resort has been a good 

neighbor to us. You -- Those of us who have corne 

from Makena are not saying we're against it. We 

have concerns. We know they will take care of it in 

time because we trust them. They have been good 

neighbors. 

Their project, as my husband said, is long 

it's a long-range program. It's not something 

that's going to be a boom bust, and then there's no 

work. What my concern is, I would like to see --

Because this is going to be long range, it assures 

me that our children will have jobs. They can look 

ahead to some sort of jobs. And that's a big 

concern. I hate to see them all go to the mainland. 

I would like to have them stay here. And I know 
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many don't want to go. This is their home just as 

it's my home. And I think you need to look at it 

that way, too, because I don't feel myself that they 

would do this unless the infrastructure could be in 

place or will be in place. I have that much faith 

in them. 

It's so nice to be -- to have them as 

neighbors because we're still open space down there, 

you know, Kukahikos have been there, as Maile said, 

over 120 years. And there's right now just the two 

families left, and probably -- We hope we'll be 

there for a while. We would like to see our 

children there for a while. And I think this is 

part of history of the area and I think the Maui 

Prince is going to do something about that for us. 

They're not going to rush into anything. They 

haven't so far, and I trust that they won't. And I 

think -- I wish these people here from Kihei would 

have some faith in them, too. And I wish that they 

will also think about these young people in the back 

of me and the young people to come because I think 

that's important. 

And as you know, Mr. Nishiki, and I think you 

know, Mr. Kawano, I have been in front to testify 

many times. I have never really been for 
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1 development, but through the years, I think I have 

2 gained some knowledge and I just -- I just feel that 

3 you can't just sit back. You have to speak up. And 

4 that lady that came up, I know how she feels about 

5 shaking because I remember coming and people say, 

6 God, Laurie, your earrings was really shaking, you 

7 were really nervous. But, you know, we care, and 

8 that's why we're here. And you care and that's why 

9 you here. 

10 And I think, please, look not only like 

11 there's not infrastructure is not going to be 

12 taken care. I have faith in the State. I have 

13 faith in you people. But I really would like you to 

14 think about the people of Maui. You know, they're 

15 important. They're our products. 

16 Thank you. 

17 (Applause.) 

18 CHAIR ARAKAWA: Thank you very much. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

At this time I'm going to close -- Is anybody 

not signed up to testify? Okay. I'm going to close 

the sign up for testifying for Item 37. 

Tomorrow evening I'm going to start at 6:00 

and what we're going to do is we're going to 

continue where we left off until we're done with 

that. Hopefully we can get done with the testimony 
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1 in time so we can have some deliberation on the 

2 topic. But we do have two other topics to discuss 

3 as well, which is the fire station and also the 

4 Betsill project. So we'll continue with that 

5 tomorrow evening. 

6 And I thank all of you. Again, I apologize 

7 for running late and long today, so it was 

8 inconvenient all the way around, but these are 

9 projects we need to work through. And the 

10 discussion coming from you as testifiers I think is 

11 really a positive. You know, there have been many 

12 times that I have come before the community and 

13 nobody shows up, which really is disheartening 

14 because it tells me that there's no real interest in 

15 the community. To have people sign up to testify 

16 like this is, again, very positive in my mind, 

17 whether it's for or against, it shows that people 

18 care. 

19 As Chairman, thank you very much. This 

20 meeting is adjourned. 

21 RECESS: 10:43 p.m. 

22 

23 

24 
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